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Why use our pre-prepared Manual ? 
 

  saves you preparation time/cost. 
 ensures you comply with the regulations 

  provides a document that will be read. 
  gives uniformity throughout your fleet. 

  enhances your professional image. 

Options 
 

owners pictures & diagrams 
use of your own covers 

page footers showing owner’s name 
page issue nos. to suit QA control 

Contents Include lifesaving appliances 
and their use, abandonment, survival 

and MOB recovery, 
 

Each section (Emergency Response, 
Lifejackets, Liferafts, Pyrotechnics, etc) 
indicates the requirements of the new 
Code in relation to the particular item 

and the category of the vessel. 
 

Includes the facility for the owner / 
operator to insert information 

concerning  procedures and equipment 
relating to their particular vessel.  

As required by the 
new Small Commercial Vessel and Pilot Boat Code 

and the existing Small Commercial Vessel Codes  

available in a choice of  A4 or A5 format 

 

 

 

Liferafts may be 

provided with 

one or two 

sea anchors 

(or drogues) 

depending 

on the 

type of 

equipment pack required. 

Small vessels may 

themselves carry a sea-

anchor for use in an emergency. 

PThe purpose of the sea anchor is to:- 

Reduce wind induced drift and enable 

the survival craft to maintain a position 

closer to the abandonment, thereby 

 General direction of wind and sea 

 General direction of wind and sea 

Hawser 
lin

Tripping  line 
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TYPES OF 

LIFEJACKET 

Inflatable Lifejackets 

Inflatable lifejackets 

may, in their uninflated state be 

unobtrusive to wear but require inflation to 

function as a lifejacket , and in order to 

maintain their integrity require careful use and 

stowage and regular inspection. 

 

Inflation of a lifejacket may be either 

oral, by manual operation of CO2 

gas cylinder or by automatic 

activation of the CO2 gas 

cylinder.   

Oral inflation. - Difficult to achieve this when in 

the water and impossible if 

Inflated Lifejacket 

Inflatable Lifejacket  

Uninf lated 

Permanent Buoyancy  

Lifejacket  

Air-Foam Lifejacket  
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HYDROSTATIC RELEASE UNITS 

 
 

The Hydrostatic Release Unit (HRU) is a device designed to 

automatically release, at a pre-determined depth, some item 

that has become submerged . They thus free, and make 

available for survivors to use, essential equipment which 

might otherwise sink with a stricken vessel. Most 

commonly HRUs are associated with EPIRBs and 

deck stowed liferafts. 

. 

Normally a liferaft is restrained in its cradle by 

means of a strap which includes a manual, quick release device such as a 

senhouse slip. An HRU, if fitted, is incorporated into the liferaft restraining 

and painter securing system. Should an occasion occur when manual 

release is impossible (e.g. if the vessel were to sink very rapidly) the 

HRU will release the liferaft from the cradle and cause it to inflate. 

When more than one liferaft is stowed on the same cradle or 

Thimble 

Liferaft securing 
strap 

Liferaft cradle  

or strong point 

Release uni t Expiry date 
Weak link 

Thimble 

Liferaft painter 

Senhouse sliphook 
Attachment line 

Painter connection 

 

Hydrostatic Release Unit - sequence of operation 

When the painter is pulled out fully the liferaft inflates 

and the buoyancy force acting on the inflating liferaft is 

sufficient to break the weak link. The raft is now free of 

the stricken vessel and will be fully inflated at the surface 

ready for boarding. 

4. 

Painter 

1. 

Securing strap 

HRU secured to deck or 

cradle 

“Weak link” 

2. 

At a depth between 1.5m and 

3.7m the HRU automatically releases 

the securing strap. 

-The liferaft starts to surface because of its 

internal buoyancy, pulling out the painter, 

which is now only connected to the vessel by 

the “weak link.” 

3. 

Painter 

“Weak link” 

HRU now redundant 
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MINIMAL MANNING 

Vessels that operate with only two crew may experience particular difficulties when trying to recover a man 

overboard casualty. The remaining crewman may be required to manoeuvre the vessel and assist the 

casualty. In minimal crew situations careful consideration to contingency planning and the provision of PLBs 

must be given. The quick deployment of lifebuoys and other floatation aids may assist if the casualty is able 

to help himself. Deployment of a liferaft, if fitted, may enable the casualty to recover himself from the water, 

but if the casualty is injured getting him back on board may be almost impossible. Radios and flares may be 

used to summons assistance from other vessels and a GPS to pinpoint the location.  

 

Use of a buoyant rescue sling deployed as follows may assist in the recovery.  

• Ensure the line is secured to a strong point. 

• Throw the rescue sling into the water and trail it astern. 

• Manoeuvre the vessel in a wide circle around the casualty with the line 

and sling trailing. 

• Draw the line and sling towards the casualty buy circling the vessel. 

• The casualty places the sling over his head and under his arms and is 

recovered on board. But note, system will only be effective if the casualty 

is able to help himself, which is often not the case.  

Parbuckling  

© Ja-
Vertical Recovery 
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